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Cow Calf Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD): Strategies for Management

PREVENTION CONTROL

Adequate nutrition
= Work with a nutritionist, veterinarian, or extension agent to ensure proper herd
nutrition, including adequate mineral supplementation.
* This could involve trace mineral status testing and modifying the diet where
necessary.

Adequate colostrum intake

= Failure of passive transfer is common in beef calves but often goes unnoticed.

= Consider tube feeding calves with colostrum if they have not nursed within 4 hours
of birth or have a weak suckle reflex or feed a colostrum replacer if dam colostrum
is not available.

Stress reduction

= |owering stress during transportation and processing by applying low stress cattle
handling techniques, spraying down surfaces before processing to reduce dust,
castrating bull calves early, and avoiding hot times of the day or hot seasons for
working cattle all are important strategies to reduce the risk of BRD.

Remove persistently infected cattle with BVD from your herd

* Vaccinating for BVD and testing for cattle persistently infected (PI) with BVD is the
best strategy to avoid harboring a Pl animal in the herd. Pl animals can spread BRD
despite vaccination and serve as a source of infection for other animals.

= P| cattle can be identified by submitting an ELISA-antigen ear notch test to your
diagnostic laboratory.

Vaccination program
= Target respiratory pathogens specific to your operation with help from your
veterinarian.
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* Respiratory vaccines for viral pathogens should be part of every herd health plan.
* Add vaccines for bacterial pathogens depending on the risk factors for your herd.

When there is a higher than normal
number of cases, work with your
veterinarian to:

" Provide treatment for affected
animals

* Determine pathogens involved by
submitting tissues or carcasses of
untreated animals to the diagnostic
lab

= Assess herd risk factors and adjust
herd management practices to
reduce risks

TREATMENT

= Early treatment leads to better
outcomes

» Follow your veterinarian’s
treatment recommendations for
antibiotics

» Consider adding a non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory drug such as
flunixin meglumine

= Severe cases should be
separated and monitored
closely; support with
supplemental feed
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